
A wonderful warm evening graced our Membership 
Appreciation Evening at the Perry House on 
September 11, and as in the past, it was a “sold 
out” event for the Old Town Neigbhorhood 
Association! Thanks to the wonderful generosity 
of owner Jim Cox and The Events by Classic Group 
for catering the delicious food and providing the 
beverages as well as the beautiful venue.
Neighbors enjoyed the wonderful wood-fired pizzas, and hors’deuvres by the fire pit, at 
tables on the lawn or on the balcony overlooking the beautiful view of the bay. New 
friendships were made and old ones renewed. Thanks to our wonderful volunteers who 
helped at check-in to make this run so smoothly:  Melanie Cervi, Joan Condon, Fatima 
Dias, Amy Eitoku, Elaine Giampetro, Alis Gumbiner, Terry Hanna, April Harrison, Marc 
Kelley, Laurel Schrier, Gari Soulé, Nancy Soulé, Don Tietgens and Stephanie Tietgens. 

BOCCE BY THE BAY NOVEMBER 9
The next social event that Terry Hanna and Melanie Cervi have organized is Bocce By the 
Bay on November 9 at 10 am at the bocce courts off Custom House Plaza. 
No experience is necessary, and the rules are easy and the skill level is non-competitive. 
Equipment will be provided. No RSVP is necessary; Just show up and enjoy a fun time!

CITY SURVEY ON HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The City of Monterey is requesting input from residents on how to prioritize housing 
and community development needs. 

Residents can complete the survey online prior to November 15 at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CityofMontereycommunityoutreachsurvey.  

If you have not joined OTNA for 2019, please support our neighborhood and join 
Old Town Neighborhood Association!

❏ Yes! I would like to join OTNA. I am enclosing a check for $20.00 per year.

❏ Please send me more information about OTNA.

❏ CERT Box ( Donation for new tools for CERT Box)

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State _________ Zip Code ___________

Phone __________________________________ Fax _____________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________________

Mail to: OTNA P.O. Box 724 Monterey, CA 93942-724

City Information
Abandoned Vehicles 646.3973
Code Compliance 646.3750
Parking Office 646.3953
Police non-emergency 646.3830
Fire non-emergency 646.3900
monterey.org

Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT)
monterey.org/en-us/Departments/Fire/
Community-Emergency-Response-
TeamCERT

Neighborhood Improvement 
Plan (NIP)
monterey.org/en-us/Departments/Plans-
Public-Works/Engineering/NIP-
Program/NIP-Projects/Approved-NIP-P

President   Gari Soulé
Vice President   Corey Brunson
Treasurer   Amy Eitoku
Secretary   Nancy Soulé
CERT   Thor Rasmussen
Director   Robert Grimes
Social Events   Terry Hanna
NIP   April Harrison & Susan Ricketson
Underground Utilities Committee Suzie Grimes
Newsletter Editor Liliana Potigian PO Box 724 Monterey,  CA 93942-724  •  oldtownneighborhood@gmail.com 
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We look forward to 
working together to make 
2019 the best Old Town 
Neighborhood year ever. 

We can't do it 
without you!

 Social Notes

 OTNA NEXT MEETINGS
JANUARY 8, 2020 •  7 -9 PM •  MIIS 
McCone Building • Conference Room 
Corner Jefferson and Pierce Streets

Speaker -“Researching the History of Your Home”

 SAVE THE DATES  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 3-7 
Halloween on the Wharf

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 10 AM 
OTNA Bocce by the Bay

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1-4:30 
Cannery Row Day-Seminars at 
Hopkins Marine Station Boatworks 
on the history of Cannery Row 
(more details to follow in a later bulletin)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 5:45-6:45 
Cannery Row Tree Lighting

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 5:00-6:00 
Monterey Tree Lighting Celebration, Colton Hall



It is great to have a vibrant 
neighborhood association with so 
many residents participating at our 
recent Membership Appreciation 
Evening at the Perry House. Kudos to 
Terry Hanna and Melanie Cervi, 
co-chairs of the social committee, to 
The Events by Classic Group, and to 
the many volunteers who helped make 
it such a memorable event. We hope 
to see many of you for bocce, coming 
in November (see Social Notes article). 

Our speaker in October was Laurie 
Huelga from the City of Monterey who 
told us of the exciting plans for next 
year’s 250th celebration of the 
founding of Monterey. The theme for 
the year-long celebration will be 
Monterey 250 and include historic 
reenactments, special presentations and a public art unveiling, galas, and celebration on 
the Colton Hall Lawn on June 3. Monterey’s own historic fire engine “Old Grey” will even 
be in the Rose Parade.  Laurie passed out tote bags to residents with the new official 
logo which helps promote the celebration.

Besides the social events, we are fortunate to have members who bring new ideas, and 
one such idea is the celebration of historic homes project that Jerilynn Crivello proposed 
in the spring. We are continuing with the feature of highlighting an historic home in the 
newsletters, but as this is evolving, another idea is to have a project assisting research of 
the history of our homes, an idea brought by Francesca Garibaldi, one of our new 
members, who works in the library.  She has arranged for Dennis Copeland or his 
assistant to speak at our January meeting on the historical resources available in the 
library for residents to use in this endeavor. We hope you will join us.  We anticipate this 
may further evolve into some workshops in the library dedicated to researching the 
records relating to the history of our homes.  

Last, we encourage you to become involved in our association and consider joining one 
of the committees or running for an office on the board of directors. Our elections are 
held in March, and the term is for one year. Please contact the board if you are 
interested in running for a position or working on a committee.

Gari Soulé
President, Old Town Neighborhood Association

 Historic Homes of Old Town   President’s Message 

THE BENJAMIN & EDNA WRIGHT HOME 
(1910) 

504 LARKIN 
STREET 
The Benjamin and 
Edna Wright home 
on Larkin Street was 
constructed in 1910 
in a Colonial Revival 
design. The house was 
owned most notably 
by Benjamin F Wright, 
former mayor (1922)
and prominent businessman who occupied the home from 1912 until 
1942. Benjamin Wright came to the Monterey Peninsula in 1893 as 
representative for the Southern Pacific Railroad at the Hotel Del 
Monte, where he worked until retiring in 1936, and about which he 
published his Memoirs, detailing the visits to the hotel of the many 
distinguished guests of royalty, Hollywood, business, civic and political 
figures of the day.  He also owned seven drug stores (Palace Drugs), 
and from 1906 along with his partner George Gould owned and sold 
the 400 lots above Clay Street known as Monterey Heights (now 
Upper Old Town). 

His wife, Edna Ingram Wright, was the Goddess of Liberty in the 1896 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the raising of the American 
Flag. She was also an officer in the Monterey Civic Club in 1912.  

In 1942, the home was sold to Charles Allaire, and in 1943 he sold it 
to Ernest and Helen Zanetta, who lived there until the 1960s when it 
was sold to Heinrich and Martha Bender. The Benders lived and 
taught music in the home for many years.  

New 
Feature! 

MONTEREY250.0RG
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 CERT NEWS

CERT NEWS
The Community Emergency Response Team is of special value during emergencies, 
such as in the recent earthquake and during fires of last year. Members also often help 
search for vulnerable citizens who are missing, often seniors or small children. 
CERT offers classes to teach residents about emergency preparedness and safety 
issues, and to optionally to train to be part of the local Old Town CERT team   

If you are interested in attending a free class, contact training@montereycert.org.

In addition, there will be a training session on winter safety on Saturday, November 
23 from 8:30 to 11:00 at the Emergency Operations Center. 

NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
The NIP program has taken some new turns this year. It is now called the Neighborhood 
and Community Improvement Program. Anybody who is a resident of a given 
neighborhood may apply to be the representative for that neighborhood. The application 
form can be found at the city website, montery.org under boards and commissions. 
It must be filed by Oct. 31, 2019 at 5 p.m. City council makes the final decision on who 
will be the representatives. Voting night was held on July 29 this year. 

Every representative had a paddle with numbers 1 thru 10. Every project was reviewed 
and given a number by each neighborhood. The following were the top ten vote getters:  

1. Combined greenbelt fuel reduction and tree removal projects. 

2. Casanove Oak Knolls tree study  

3. El Caminito del Norte Streetlight 

4. Montecito Park improvements 

5. Handicapped accessible beach mats  

6.  Fisherman's Flats Park improvements. 

7. Casanove Oak Knolls Park Improvements. 

8. Don Dahvee Creek Path Construction  

9. Emergency Operations Center Upgrade 

10. Oak St.--500blk. widening  

11. Simoneau Plaza/Trader Joe's  Rapid Flashing Beacon. 

The project nomination forms are now available on the city website also. 
For further information, you may contact April Harrison at 649-4296.

 NIP PROGRAM
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