ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW ACTION
832 Hellam Street

February -April 2021

The Old Town Neighborhood Association filed for a rare architectural review of 832 Hellam Street based
on the roofline design not being compatible to the Old Town Area Plan. The reverse shed addition left
of center, when attached to a traditional bungalow gabled roof right of center, formed a prominent “v”
or “butterfly” roof that divided the two parts front to back the entire 70 foot length of the building.

The architect did submit a revision adding a canopy in front of the home, but it did not hide or change
the roofline.

At the Architectural Review Hearing, the planning department staff report said that while the reverse
shed roof was common to Old Town, the butterfly roof was not, and recommended the ARC consider
requesting a new roofline compatible to the character of Old Town. No butterfly roofs were shown by
the architect as an example to demonstrate it fit in with the character of Old Town. The Architectural
Review Committee voted unanimously to approve preliminarily the project design, noting that Old Town
Neighborhood Association could appeal within 10 days.

Old Town Neighborhood Association filed an appeal and detailed several issues. These were addressed
by the ARC at their final approval hearing during committee comments period:

1) ARC members felt the butterfly roofline as seen from the front sidewalk, which is visible three
feet above the canopy, was a nice design.

2) Despite having no existing butterfly rooflines in Old Town, the ARC felt it was compatible to the
character of the Old Town neighborhood.

3) The ARC favored modern designs. The architect used as examples of compatibility the Larkin
School and the Convention Center to show it fit in.

4) The ARC comments favored more variety and brighter colors than have been typical in Old
Town.

5) They felt that the split of the home into two different design styles, the traditional gable roof
right of center and the modern left wing that pitches upward to fall straight down was not
inappropriate.

The Architectural Review Committee voted on April 21, 2021 to uphold their original approval, which the
Planning Department noted could still be appealed (and had already been appealed). However, based
on the ARC comments, which addressed our issues, Old Town Neighborhood Association decided to
withdraw their appeal April 22, 2021. The appeal fee was returned to the neighborhood association.



