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 Old Town Neighborhood Association 

Annual General Meeting Minutes 

  

 

March 11, 2020    7:00 - 8:35 pm   MIIS McCone Bldg 

 

Gari Soulé opened the meeting at 7:00 pm.  

PRESENT 

Officers and Board Members attending were Gari Soulé (President), Amy Eitoku (Treasurer), Nancy Soulé 

(Secretary), April Harrison (Director/NCIP), Robert Grimes (Director), Terry Hanna (Director/Co-Social).  

Others attending were Mike Cervi, Melanie Cervi (Co-Social), Suzie Grimes (Undergrounding Chair), Elaine 

Giampietro, Susan Ricketson (NCIP alternate), Rosemary Robert, and Jason Reed.     A quorum of nine was 

established, and Gari obtained names to complete the sign-in sheet, explaining that the tables had been 

sanitized and we were dispensing of a community sign in sheet for corona virus protocol.   Members sat 

spaced apart by a minimum of one chair.       

MINUTES 

Minutes of January 8, 2020 were read.  Suzie Grimes made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded 

by April Harrison, and minutes were approved unanimously.  

 

TREASURER REPORT 

Amy Eitoku reported we had a balance of over $3800, which was subsequently clarified by email as 

$3857.99, not including two membership checks received at the meeting.   

 

NCIP REPORT 

April Harrison reported that NCIP proposals for projects submitted this year were about half of previous 

years.  Costs will have to be obtained prior to a committee review, anticipated for March 26, with a 

second session on April 6.   Old Town projects submitted included one by Bob and Suzie Grimes for 

historic lighting fixtures in Old Town, an underground conduit project proposed by Suzie Grimes and 

Susan Ricketson, and a proposal by April Harrison to synchronize lights on Franklin Street from Monroe 

to the Dennis the Menace Park.   Results of project costs that will be moved forward to vote should 

come mid-April, and will be forwarded by April Harrison to Nancy to distribute to membership in a 

bulletin requesting member input.  There currently is a backlog of 187 projects that are prior approved. 
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CERT 

Gari reported from Thor that the CERT training on February 22 was well-attended.  

 

SOCIAL 

Terry Hanna reported that OTNA will be having the presentation on the history of the historic Monterey  

tile mural on Saturday, March 14.   The feeling is that since it is outside, people can maintain social 

distancing.  June 6 is the annual Merienda, celebrating the founding of Monterey 250 years ago, and Old 

Town has two tables filled.    July 18 we will be having the annual picnic at Veteran’s Park, a new venue 

caused by the closure of Larkin Park (the city can’t guarantee Larkin Park restrooms will be open or 

clean, nor the maintenance of the park).  Elaine Giampietro suggested OTNA provide, hot dogs and 

hamburgers to grill in addition to tableware and drinks at the picnic.   After discussion, that was agreed 

on.    Terry reported that the date for the membership night at the Perry House has not been confirmed, 

but the Perry House has set aside three possible Wednesday evenings, and will let us know the date as 

the event gets closer.  

 

UNDERGROUND UTILITIES  

Suzie Grimes reported ongoing monthly joint meetings with Monte Vista Neighborhood Association’s 

underground committee on third Mondays at the library.  There is an effort to a make a special utility 

district of Monte Vista and Old Town for undergrounding due to safety reasons in the general plan, as 

both have extreme high fire designations.  Wording has been revised, but is expected to go back to the 

Planning Commission to vote into the general plan.   An NCIP request for engineering survey to 

determine costs was submitted.   A survey is needed to obtain residents’ opinions, and is in the process 

of being finalized.  When completed, Suzie will forward to Nancy to include as a special bulletin with a 

google link so it can be seen by members.  It may also be distributed on NextDoor.  The expectation is to 

get interest, and then educate with a forum with more technical information.  

 

ELECTIONS 

Gari said there have been no interest expressed by residents to run for the board of directors, in 

response to soliciting this in our newsletter and at the prior board meeting.   He then called for any new 

nominations from the floor.  Hearing none, he said the current slate of officers have agreed to serve an 

additional term.   The seven directors willing to serve, listed in the agenda, are:  Gari Soulé, Amy Eitoku, 

Nancy Soulé, Corey Brunson, Robert Grimes, April Harrison and Terry Hanna.   Suzie Grimes made a 

motion, seconded by Mike Cervi, to approve the slate of the board of directors.   The motion was 

approved unanimously.  Gari then asked the board of directors if they were willing to serve again in their 

current roles, and all present said they were willing.   Robert Grimes made a motion to reappoint the 

current officers, seconded by Suzie Grimes.  The motion was approved unanimously.     Nancy Soulé then 

made a motion to reappoint the current committee chairs, seconded by Terry Hanna, and approved 

unanimously.    

The seven board of directors elected for the March 2020-March 2021 term are: 
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Gari Soulé, Amy Eitoku, Nancy Soulé, Corey Brunson, Robert Grimes, April Harrison, and Terry Hanna. 

The officers for the term to March, 2021 are: 

President: Gari Soulé 

Vice President: Corey Brunson 

Treasurer: Amy Eitoku 

Secretary:  Nancy Soulé 

NCIP (subject to city approval): April Harrison (Susan Ricketson) 

Underground Utilities: Suzie Grimes 

Social Co-Chairs:  Terry Hanna and Melanie Cervi 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Elaine Giampietro spoke about her ideas for a membership drive, where everyone distributes flyers to 

their neighbors, inviting them to join Old Town.   She showed a proposed flyer, which was discussed by 

the group.  Nancy showed the current membership flyer, and ideas were discussed for content.  Elaine 

and Nancy will work together on a revised composite flyer which can be brought to future meetings to 

encourage members to recruit, and to distribute at Saturday’s tile mural presentation.   Nancy will work 

with the library about posting there (usually for 30 days maximum).    Elaine also emphasized the 

importance of introductions at each meeting, which were inadvertently skipped by Gari when he spoke 

about the corona virus procedural changes.    Introductions were then done around the room.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

A potential member and member of the City Appeals Board, Kent Glenser, contacted the city and us 

about joining our association, and mentioned that the city website does not post our contact info.   We 

sent him our newsletter, invited him to join us, and thanked him for letting us know about the listing 

error.  Gari has since contacted the city and his contact info will be posted on the city site. 

 

Another member emailed about the need for OTNA to take a position against the permit for cruise ships 

to land at the harbor due to the corona virus outbreak.   As the city recently requested that cruise ships 

not dock in Monterey, and cruise ships have cancelled those plans, this is now a non-issue, and the 

resident was contacted with this resolution.  

 

MPUSD EIR Commentary Period – A bulletin from MPUSD reports that the deadline to comment on the 

scope of Monterey High School Facilities Environmental Impact Report has been extended until April 13.    

 

NEXT MEETING 

Gari reported that MIIS has cancelled use of the conference room until further notice, due to the corona 

virus protocols.  It was decided to wait and update membership when more is known about a next 

meeting.   As there was no other business, Elaine Giampietro made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Jason Reed, and approved by all.     The meeting was adjourned at 8:35.  

   


