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Old Town Neighborhood Association 

  May 12, 2021 Minutes 

  

May 12, 2021    7:30-9:00 pm    Zoom “Meeting” 

 

 

Due to technical difficulties with the audio on zoom, our meeting began at 7:30 pm by Gari 

Soulé.    

 

PRESENT -   

Officers and Directors attending were Gari Soulé (President), Corey Brunson (Vice President), 

Amy Eitoku (Treasurer), Nancy Soulé (Secretary), and Robert Grimes (Director).  Others 

attending were Melanie Cervi (Co-Social Chair), Suzie Grimes (Undergrounding Chair), Susan 

Ricketson (NCIP alternate),Tim Gadus, Phyllis Bussey, Max Troyer, Jason Reed, and Jennifer 

Baughn (Principal of Bayview Academy).  

 

MINUTES 

As Gari had forwarded minutes to the board members by email prior to the zoom meeting, he 

asked for any changes to minutes of the March 10, 2021 General Meeting, notes on the website 

meeting April 9, and the Architectural Review Action notes.  Hearing none, Suzie Grimes made a 

motion to approve all three minutes, seconded by Amy Eitoku and approved by all. 

 

TREASURER REPORT 

Amy Eitoku reported we have a balance of $3507.49, which included three new memberships 

and the expense of the zoom cost.    

 

UNDERGROUND UTILITIES UPDATE 

Suzie Grimes reported that work on the joint montereyundergrounding.net website is 

continuing, which we hope we can link to from our new OTNA website.  A major goal is finding 

new sources of funding and marketing.   The results of the survey that went out the end of 

February were very positive.  Tim Gadus commented that he has been researching the 

inventory of transformers containing PCB’s that PG&E owns.  A transformer that blew up at the 

presidio a few months ago was shut down for several months, then replaced with new pieces.  

PGE doesn’t seem to do proactive mitigation of risk, but instead seems to wait for fire and 
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explosions before performing maintenance.  Tim feels their budget is for reactive maintenance 

with no pool of money for preventative management. Tim has links with a summary of 

information to share.  Suzie commented that the joint committee is waiting for Rule 20 and 20A 

to be clarified, which may bring some funding opportunities.  There is a zoom meeting the 3rd 

Monday at 6:30 with the committee, joint with Monterey Vista Neighborhood Association. 

 

NCIP (Neighborhood and Community Improvement Program) 

Susan Ricketson said there has been no new activity on NCIP funds and she hopes the TOT tax 

will bring funds soon.  

 

CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) 

Thor Rasmussen had trouble connecting to the meeting.  Gari reported that CERT had a 

refresher course for members last Saturday, and will be having a new class in September, 

limited to 20 people that are residents of Monterey, Pacific Grove and Carmel. 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Melanie Cervi reported that the Perry House has a tentative reservation for us on September 

22, but that they feel they cannot host us at the same subsidy as prior years, due to the 

difficult financial year and shutdowns.  Melanie will try and get information on how much they 

could subsidize, perhaps just food costs and servers and report back.  We also don’t know what 

tier restrictions will be in effect.  It was discussed that we hoped it would be open for social 

mixing, as opposed to assigned seating.    

 

There will be a July 3 gathering at Veteran’s Park at 2 pm for social mingling.   Members are 

encouraged to bring chairs or blankets to spread out near Group Site 1.  OTNA will provide cold 

bottled waters, soft drinks and packaged individual snacks in lieu of a potluck.  

 

OLD BUSINESS- Gari reported that OTNA requested an Architectural Review hearing for 832 

Hellam Street based on the roofline not being appropriate to Old Town.  The Architectural 

Review Committee initially approved, to which OTNA filed an appeal, necessary in order to have 

it reconsidered.   At the final hearing, prior to the appeal, the ARC reviewed the issues we 

brought up in our written appeal submission, and addressed that they liked the more modern 

design, didn’t feel the butterfly roof with a deep V roofline was too uncharacteristic, felt it 

compatible on the basis of the modern Conference Center and Larkin School, even though there 

was no residence in Old Town with similar roofline, and did not feel that the two distinct styles 

of traditional gable coupled with a reverse shed roof was inappropriate.   They then voted to 

give final approval, subject to an appeal.  Based on their comments at this second hearing, the 

board decided there would be no new issue they did not cover in comments, and withdrew our 

appeal.  Our appeal fee of $319.50 was refunded.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT & GRANT FROM CANNERY ROW ROTARY CLUB- Nancy 

Soulé reported receiving correspondence from John Hetz, Rotary Foundation Coordinator, 

seeking a possible neighborhood association project involving environmental protection, which 

is a new area of focus for Rotary worldwide.   Suzie Grimes said one project still outstanding is 

the fencing of Larkin Park for public use, and wondered if that would be suitable.  Jennifer 

Baughn, principal of Bayview Academy, commented that the school is all for having the public 

have the playground fenced separately from the school for full-time use, and was present when 

this was agreed to by the city under Jeff Krebs, now retired, PK Diffenbaugh, Monterey High 

School principal, and the former principal of Bayview Academy.  Unfortunately, when Jeff Krebs 

retired, the project seems to have been shelved.   Suzie Grimes offered to check into the status 

and see if she can get it back on track, as we are the only neighborhood without a park 

available for use. 

 

NEW WEBSITE FOR OLD TOWN- Max Troyer, resident of Old Town, has volunteered to help 

us create a website, and met with a group from the board on April 9 to discuss ideas.  Max has 

already purchased for us two domain names:  oldtownmonterey.org and oldtownmonterey.net.   

We discussed content, such as having an events calendar for members only, historic homes in 

Old Town as an extension of the Path of History (Nancy will lead), Undergrounding site 

connecting to the montereyundergrounding.org site we are working on with Monte Vista (Suzie 

will lead), a blog of interesting info on Old Town (Corey volunteered to lead this), and the three 

of them will coordinate content and adding info (Max can add one or more administrators).  

Nancy will have recent newsletters posted.  A CERT button would be nice, and Gari will discuss 

with Thor Rasmussen. We discussed adding a third domain, oldtownmonterey.com, so that it 

cannot be taken.  Corey Brunson made a motion, seconded by Amy Eitoku and the motion 

carried to purchase this third domain.   Max will submit invoices for domains for reimbursement.  

He is volunteering his time in exchange for free dues to OTNA.  

 

NEWSLETTER – Please submit articles (NCIP, Social, President’s Message, Historic Homes, 

Website, Undergrounding) to Nancy by early June so we can have a newsletter prior to the July 

3rd picnic.  

 

NEXT MEETING- The next meeting date will be discussed as we develop the website and have 

more to report.   

  

ADJOURNMENT – As there was no further business, Suzie Grimes made a motion, seconded 

by Melanie Cervi and the motion passed to end the meeting, which was done at 8:57 pm.  


