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Old Town Neighborhood Association 

General Meeting January 8, 2020 Minutes 

 

January 8, 2020    7:00 – 9:00 pm   MIIS McCone Bldg 

 

Gari Soulé opened the meeting at 7:00 pm. 

Present :  Officers and Directors:  Gari Soulé (President), Nancy Soulé (Secretary), Amy Eitoku 

(Treasurer), April Harrison, Director (NIP Rep), Terry Hanna, Director (Social), Robert Grimes, 

Director.   Members and Guests:  Suzie Grimes (Undergrounding), Melanie Cervi (Co-Chair, 

Social Committee), Nagi Hanna, Rene Kimsey, Chuck Kimzey, Susan Ricketson  (NIP Alternate), 

Tom Finnegan, Christine Finnegan, Jerilynn Smith-Crivello, Cathy Collum, Laurel Schrier, Nancy 

Howden, Sean Briscoe, Montery Library Reference and Local History Librarian. 

MINUTES - Minutes of the October 9, 2019 board meeting were reviewed and no changes 

were suggested.  Amy Eitoku made a motion to approve, seconded by April Harrison, and the 

minutes were approved. 

 

SPEAKER  -  Sean Briscoe, the Montery Library Reference and Local History Librarian, spoke on 

how to research the history of our homes in Old Town.  He gave lots of information along with 

a 27 page handout with the details of where to find the sources discussed, some of which is 

newly online.  He took down signups for residents interested in a workshop at the library or to 

receive a digital copy of his handout to have handy when visiting the CA history room.  In 

addition, he distributed a schedule of Living History Days at the library on selected Sundays at 2 

pm from January 12 to June 14. 

  

TREASURER – Amy Eitoku reported that with deposits of $100 from membership dues 

received, and after expenses of the newsletter, our balance at year end was $3712.99.  The 

amount of that designated for CERT expenses is $280. 

 

UNDERGROUND UTILITITES – Suzie Grimes reported that there have been joint ongoing 

meetings with Monterey Vista Neighborhood on the undergrounding of utilities, and frustration 

that the Planning Department has not yet added the “Dig Once” policy to the general plan, as 

was approved as a charter amendment by the City Council in October of 2018.  She suggested  
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that the board go on record favoring a letter to the Planning Department and City Council that 

we favor implementation by the Planning Department of this “Dig Once” policy as part of an 

endorsement of the proposed half-cent sales tax.  Discussion followed.   It was pointed out that 

the cost of laying conduit while a street is already torn up is a prudent use of tax dollars, as 

then at a later time utilities can be run through the existing conduits without the expense of 

again tearing up the streets and repaving afterward.  NIP funds might be used to fund the 

additional cost of laying the conduit.  Suzie Grimes then made a motion, seconded by Nancy 

Soulé, and approved that OTNA send a letter stating, “The Old Town Neighborhood Association 

Board favors the half cent sales tax if the “Dig Once” policy is implemented in the general plan 

as was approved unanimously by the City Council as an amendment to the general plan on 

October 2018 .”   

 

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT – April Harrison reported that the deadline to 

file requests for an NIP project is February 7.  She explained that any resident can file a 

proposal for consideration, and that the form is on the city website.  Bob Grimes mentioned the 

possibility of old fashioned street lights in the historical district.  Lorene Kimsey suggested 

improvements to the common green space by the Cedar Street steps, as they are rotten and 

unsafe.  Differential lifting of sidewalks was mentioned as another safety issue, although many 

felt the city had determined that to be an owner’s responsibility.   

 

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) – Thor Rasmussen sent his report 

which was read by Gari.  The next CERT class will be held on Saturday, February 22, February 

29 and March 7 from 8:15 to 4:30 pm.  40 residents are already enrolled.  Our Old Town CERT 

container needs some repairs and equipment for lights, dehumidifier, etc, expected to total 

between $100-$150.  As Amy confirmed we have $280 dedicated for CERT needs, Suzie Grimes 

made a motion, seconded by Melanie Cervi, that we approve CERT expenses of up to $280.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS – Terry Hanna, co-chairperson of the Social Committee, reported we had ten 

people attend the Bocce Social event in November.  We currently have no spring event planned, 

but she suggested incorporating an historical research day as a social event.  Discussion 

continued on timing for our annual picnic, as summer has had no other event except for that, 

and the fall has our annual membership appreciation evening and bocce.  It was mentioned 

that Monte Vista neighbors hold their picnic in the middle of the day, rather than an evening 

picnic, no matter what month is chosen, which is always warmer.  Terry will continue to work 

with the committee on deciding the timing and getting reservations made with the city.  The 

locale of the September membership appreciation drive was discussed and all comments 

favored continuing to have it at the Perry House.  

   

WEB PAGE – No report. 
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NEW BUSINESS   

     

ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS – The annual election of the seven board of directors will take 

place at the next meeting.  Gari will invite newcomers to run for a position, but also asked the 

six directors present if they were willing to run again.  All were willing.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE-MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN – Nancy read a letter received from Elaine 

Giampetro suggesting a membership campaign she offered to start, and the email response 

that she was invited to speak on her ideas at this meeting.  As she was not in attendance the 

topic was deferred.  

 

NEXT NEWSLETTER – Nancy will need information by February 1 for the next newsletter, in 

time to send to Liliana prior to the elections.   

 

NEXT MEETING – March 11, 2020.   

 

ADJOURNMENT – As there was no further business, Suzie Grimes made a motion to adjourn, 

seconded by Amy Eitoku, and the vote was to adjourn at 8:30 pm.  

  


