Old Town Neighborhood Association
General Meeting October 9, 2019 Minutes

October 9, 2019 7:00 — 9:00 pm MIIS McCone Bldg

Gari Soulé opened the meeting at 7:00 pm.

Present : Officers and Directors: Gari Soulé (President), Nancy Soulé (Secretary), Amy Eitoku
(Treasurer), April Harrison, Director (NIP Rep). Members and Guests: Melanie Cervi (Co-Chair,
Social Committee), Mike Cervi, Nagi Hanna, Thor Rasmussen (CERT Liason), Ann Tobin, Fatima
Dias, Laurie Huelga (City of Monterey).

MINUTES - Minutes of the August 14, 2019 board meeting and subsequent board action
regarding the MPUSD issue were distributed. No changes were suggested. Amy Eitoku made a
motion to approve, seconded by Nagi Hanna, and the minutes were approved.

SPEAKER - Laurie Huelga, City of Monterey public information officer, gave us a summary
of the events projected for next year’s 250" celebration of Monterey’s founding in 1770. Laurie
showed us the new official logo, branded as “"Monterey 250" and handed out totes to attendees
with the logo so that they can be used in the neighborhood to advertise our year-long
celebration. Trevor Page from the conference center and Frank Solecito are in charge. Events
include lectures, historic reenactments, a time capsule, a new public art unveiling, and an Art
Gala around the end of May, prior to the celebration on June 3. Some of the events will be at
San Carlos beach park, whereas the Heritage Lawn at Colton Hall will also be used. They are
hoping to organize a fandango, have music of the Spanish era, tall ships, a Monterey 250 ice
cream flavor, an official mascot contest, a passport inviting historical sites to be visited and
businesses can stamp, T-shirts and posters and a mini golf at the conference center.
Monterey’s classic fire truck, known as “the Old Grey Mare” will be featured in the Rose Bowl
parade. The city invites neighborhood and civic groups to share ideas for furthering the
celebration. A suggestion was made to have an Instagram posting hotspot where visitors can
be photographed and post the picture to Instagram, for further publicity, as is done by the Fish
Hopper on Cannery Row. Other suggestions can be sent to Laurie at Huelga@monterey.org
or by calling her at 831-242-8750.
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TREASURER — Amy Eitoku reported deposit of $970 from membership dues received, and
expenses of $210 to Perry House for 7 people at $30 each. Postmaster paid $92 for box rental,
leaving a balance of $3636.35.

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT - April Harrison reported that NIP projects still
have not been approved by the city. Additionally, the city’s new procedures call for NIP
representatives to be chosen by the city, with applicants applying before the new deadline of
October 31, 2019 to fill next year’s representatives from the neighborhoods to the commission.
Additionally, in response to last month’s suggestion that we hand-deliver a letter asking for an
update on Larkin Park to the city manager, Gari did deliver a letter requesting assistance to city
manager Hans Unslar on September 3, but has had no response.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT) — Thor Rasmussen reported that the
next CERT class, scheduled for October 19, 26 and November 2 is nearly full. Members
wanting to be in a class are urged to email the CERT team. Volunteers are needed for the final
day of the class, November 2 from noon until 4 pm, to serve as “victims” that will receive
treatment from the new trainees. CERT will also have a training class on November 23 from
8:30-11 am on winter safety, power lines, traffic control, radios, clothing and bleeding control.
Radio drills continue on the second Monday of each month .

SOCIAL EVENTS — Melanie Cervi, co chairperson of the Social Committee, reported we had a
great turnout (full house) for the Membership Appreciate event at the Perry House. She
thanked all the volunteers. She mentioned that owner Jim Cox has also suggested we could
change venue to the Barn at the Cooper Molera, and discussion followed on pros and cons.
Comments were that it is tradition to have it within the heart of Old Town, although some
thought a change might be nice. Concerns were that we might lose our exclusivity if other
groups wanted a similar event. It is left to the committee to make the decision. Melanie also
reported that the survey results over picnic timing favored 23/36 to move it to October for
better weather. Others would do either. The committee will consider this next year. The next
social event is bocce, traditionally (this is third year) a November Saturday morning. A weekday
morning was also a possibility discussed, (although may preclude those who work), and the
committee will try to work on a date prior to the newsletter.

UNDERGROUNDING — No report.
WEB PAGE — No report.

CELEBRATING HISTORIC HOMES OF OLD TOWN — Nancy Soulé reported that there has
been no volunteer yet to feature a member’s home for the next newsletter, so she volunteered
to do an article on their home. She also reported that at the Perry House event, new member
Francesca Garibaldi, who works at the library, discussed this issue, and suggested we might be
able to get a library speaker for our next meeting to discuss how to research an historic home

2 OTNA Board Meeting Minutes of October 9, 2019-Approved



using the newest materials available. She will try to arrange the speaker and perhaps a mini
workshop series where we residents could research their own homes. Discussion and response
was quite favorable to this idea.

TRAFFIC/PARKING ISSUE AT BAYVIEW ACADEMY - Following up from last meeting,
Nancy Soulé contacted our local police officer___ who promised to swing by Watson in front of
Bayview Academy each morning at 7:30 for two weeks and issue citations to any residents
illegally parking in the loading zone. Hopefully this will discourage residents from parking there
after 7 am, thus encouraging less cars on Monroe and safer drop offs on Watson.

PRESENTATION WITH MVNA ON MONTEREY POWER OCT 23 - Gari Soulé discussed the
upcoming presentation on Monterey Power at MIIS, and efforts to insure an informational as
opposed to biased presentation. A few volunteers may be needed to be there a little before 7
pm to help.

NEW BUSINESS

MONTEREY HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES PROJECT- Nancy reported that since the August
meeting, the board responded to the MPUSD proposal by sending a letter requesting rules of
use that could address some of the issues of noise, light and parking. The superintendent
responded with a modified rules proposal and the OTNA board decided that we would report
this to our membership and allow members to respond with their own views, and speak at
meetings, since views vary widely. The MPUSD hearing to vote on the project has been
postponed, and we will let the membership know when it is rescheduled.

NEXT NEWSLETTER — Nancy will need information by October 20 so that we will have time to
advertise the bocce, once a date is set. Melanie will get that info, April will write up about NIP,
and Nancy will include the info from CERT.

NEXT MEETING - January 8, 2020.

ADJOURNMENT - As there was no further business, Melanie Cervi made a motion to adjourn,
seconded by Thor Rasmussen, and the vote was to adjourn at 8:30 pm.
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