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We look forward to 
working together to make 
2022 the best Old Town 
Neighborhood year ever. 

We can't do it 
without you!

CANDIDATES FORUM 
TO BE HELD OCTOBER 6TH

The Old Town Neighborhood Association, 
in conjunction with Monterey Vista Neighborhood 
Association, will hold a Candidates Forum at Monterey 
High School’s Science Center Room 20 to hear from our 
mayoral and city council candidates. This meeting, which 
runs from 7-8:30 pm, on Thursday, October 6, is open to 
the residents of both districts. Candidates for mayor are 
Dan Albert Jr. and Tyller Williamson. The City Council 
candidate for District 1 is Kim Barber. Ed Smith, 
incumbent, is running for City Council District 2. 

You may also attend via Zoom at 
https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/95010594407?pwd=eU
F2Z0NxSXJJdTVwRTJFc3VjVXpSZz09 
or by phoning 1-669-900-6833; Passcode: 695188. 
We encourage you to attend and learn about issues 
important to the candidates and our neighborhood!

 CERT news

If you would like to join our Old Town Neighborhood Association, 
our dues are just $20 per household. Please complete the attached and send a 
check for $20 payable to OTNA.   

❏ Yes! I would like to join OTNA. I am enclosing a check for $20.00 per year.

❏ Please send me more information about OTNA.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State __________ Zip Code __________________

Phone ___________________________________ Fax ____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________

Mail to: OTNA P.O. Box 724 Monterey, CA 93942-724

 NCIP Update

 Membership

CERT NEWS
The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) has scheduled new training beginning 
October 15, 2022, and continuing for two more consecutive Saturdays from 8:30-5pm. 
This training can help you and your family prepare for emergency situations. Having trained 
volunteers also helps the community with traffic control, in setting up rehabilitation centers for 
firefighters, and in searches for missing persons. CERT volunteers were recently deployed at 
Lover’s Point to keep people off beaches following shark attacks. CERT is a rewarding and 
important organization. The training is provided at no cost.
To sign up for the next training, email training@montereycert.org. 

NCIP UPDATE
The Neighborhood and Community Improvement Program (NCIP) representatives met recently 
to discuss and prioritize projects from neighborhoods citywide. Our Larkin Park swings project 
and our project to improve the walkway/stairs from the American Legion to Harrison Street 
were selected to be forwarded to the city for approval to use Transient Occupancy Tax funds, 
subject to availability. 

MEMBERSHIP
Visit our website, oldtownmonterey.org to find more information about our 
organization and how you can become involved. You can also find our membership 
form or complete the form below:



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
In this issue, I share the thoughts of Thomas Bruneau, who remembers the many 
accomplishments made by others in our community over the years.

EARLIER DAYS OF THE OLD TOWN NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
By Thomas C. Bruneau (Second President, and President for six years during the 1990s)
“Having attended the social gathering organized by the OTNA at Veterans’ Memorial Park 
on Saturday 9 July 2022, I am encouraged to think back to the early days of the association 
and indicate my pleasure in seeing how vital and dynamic OTNA remains today. 

The first president of OTNA was Rick Heuer who founded the association in 1986. 
His motivation, as was mine when I moved here and joined in 1987, was the prospect of 
receiving funds from the Neighborhood Improvement Program (currently NCIP) for capital 
improvements. I recall our first project was to encourage the City of Monterey to buy the 
property which would have been the continuation of Cedar Street between Roosevelt and 
Franklin. That purchase made it impossible for anybody to buy and build on the property, 
and it became a well appreciated inert park. Then followed successfully- funded projects to 
put in sidewalks, paths to Veterans’ Memorial Park, stairs to upper Harrison, equipment for 
Larkin Park, trees, fill-in for driveways, handicap and baby stroller access from sidewalks to 
streets, and so forth. OTNA also supported the creation of the Monterey Recreation Center 
and San Carlos beach next to the Coastguard pier. 

In addition to capital improvements from the NIP funds, OTNA became extremely active in 
supporting the installation of storm drains, beautifying the area in front of American Legion 
Post 41 which previously was huge and ugly, and encouraging the transfer of the property 
on which the American Legion sits from the County of Monterey to the City of Monterey. 
Once that was achieved, the association began to have some influence over what was until 
that time primarily a bar, open 20 hours a day (lease is available upon request). Probably the 
greatest achievements were the formulation and drafting of the Old Town Area Plan and the 
traffic plan (available upon request). The Area Plan took a huge amount of work by a dedicated 
team of neighbors and a great deal of political energy to achieve support among competing 
factions (commercial interests, builders, and the U.S. Army), and it was finally approved by 
the City Council in 2002.

The above listed achievements required the energy and time of a great many of our neighbors. 
A short list must include the late Mary Anne Finocchi, the late Bob Grimes, Colleen Sullivan, 
Katherine Maurer, and April Harrison. 

While the association has achieved a great deal, and Old Town is clearly better for these 
many and consistent efforts, there continues to be a need to implement many of the traffic 
improvement recommendations of the Old Town Area Plan as approved by the Monterey
City Council.”  

President’s Note: Other areas currently being worked on in committees today are the 
efforts to underground utilities and establish a neighborhood park accessible to the 
public year-round. We need help to work on these goals, and we encourage residents 
to volunteer to help with solutions. We also encourage residents to speak at City 
Council and Planning meetings when parking and traffic concerns are brought up.

Gari Soulé
President, Old Town Neighborhood Association

EVENING TO REMEMBER AT THE PERRY HOUSE
Our Member Appreciation Evening to Remember at the beautiful and historic Perry House will 
be held on Wednesday, November 2, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. As wine and beer will be offered 
with substantial hors d’oeuvres, this will be an adults-only event which is open to paid members 
of the Old Town Neighborhood Association at no cost. We are accepting reservations from paid 
members immediately on a first-come basis. Please RSVP to Phyllis Bussey at 
philbussey2@gmail.com as soon as possible, as we are limited to 100 guests and this beautiful 
event often fills up quickly. After October 7, we will allow member guests on our waiting list to 
attend at a cost of $5.00 per person, subject to availability. To join OTNA or renew your 
membership which will be valid through 2023, send $20 per household to OTNA, P O Box 724, 
Monterey, CA 93942. Include your Old Town street address and names, phones and email 
addresses of adults included in the household, and let us know if you are also requesting a 
reservation. This year, as the risk of covid is considered low, there will be no check of 
vaccinations, and masks are optional. We will have access to the entire house, including the 
lovely upstairs area with balconies which have views of the bay and city lights, as well as the 
garden tables and fire pit. 

We need volunteers to help make our check-in process go smoothly. 
If you can volunteer for a 30-40 minute shift, please let Phyllis know 
when you make your reservation.   

BOCCE AT THE PLAZA
Come join your neighbors for our annual Bocce game, to be played at the courts off Custom 
House Plaza on Saturday, October 15, 2022 at 10:30 am. This is an easy game to learn, 
and beginners are welcome. Play equipment and light snacks will be provided and you only 
need to bring your enthusiasm. This event is free and open to all residents of Old Town. 
No RSVP is needed-Just come join the fun!

OLD TOWN AT THE MERIENDA
Old Town residents filled two tables at the 2022 Merienda, the wonderful celebration of 
Monterey’s founding in 1770. This fiesta spirit was highlighted by mariachi music, colorful 
dancing, the historical procession with the cake cut from the sword used by the padres in 1770, 
and the grand barbecue of beef, chicken, fish, paella, vegetables, and side dishes cooked by 
Fisherman’s Grotto and other chefs and served by the local dignitaries.  

SUMMER SOCIAL AT THE PARK
Over 50 people enjoyed a sunny afternoon at Veteran’s Park on July 9th, mostly chatting and 
meeting new friends, but also playing corn hole toss and super Jenga. 
Photos of the event can be found on our website, oldtownmonterey.org.

 Social Events



 President’s Message

(Page 1- Second feature article -start on page 1 please and continue to Social Events 
section, which includes Perry House, Bocce, Merienda and Picnic)
Evening To Remember at the Perry House
Our Member Appreciation Evening to Remember at the beautiful and historic Perry 
House will be held on Wednesday, November 2, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.  As wine and 
beer will be offered with substantial hors d’oeuvres, this will be an adults-only event 
which is open to paid members of the Old Town Neighborhood Association at no cost.  
We are accepting reservations from paid members immediately on a first-come basis.  
Please RSVP to Phyllis Bussey at philbussey2@gmail.com as soon as possible, as we are 
limited to 100 guests and this beautiful event often fills up quickly.   After October 7, we 
will allow member guests on our waiting list to attend at a cost of $5.00 per person, 
subject to availability.   To join OTNA or renew your membership which will be valid 
through 2023, send $20 per household to OTNA, P O Box 724, Monterey, CA 93942.  
Include your Old Town street address and names, phones and email addresses of adults 
included in the household, and let us know if you are also requesting a reservation.
This year, as the risk of covid is considered low, there will be no check of vaccinations, 
and masks are optional.  We will have access to the entire house, including the lovely 
upstairs area with balconies which have views of the bay and city lights, as well as the 
garden tables and fire pit. 

We need volunteers to help make our check-in process go smoothly.   If you can volun-
teer for a 30-40 minute shift, please let Phyllis know when you make your reservation.   
(include photo of Perry House)
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The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) has scheduled new training beginning 
October 15, 2022, and continuing for two more consecutive Saturdays from 8:30-5pm. 
This training can help you and your family prepare for emergency situations. Having trained 
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Lover’s Point to keep people off beaches following shark attacks. CERT is a rewarding and 
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The Neighborhood and Community Improvement Program (NCIP) representatives met recently 
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