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Old Town Neighborhood Association Board Meeting 

  August 10, 2022 Minutes 

August 10, 2022    7:00-7:55 pm    Zoom “Meeting” 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Gari Soulé at 7:00 pm. 

 

PRESENT -   

Officers and Directors attending were Gari Soulé (President), Nancy Soulé (Secretary), Phyllis 

(“Phil”) Bussey (Social Co-Chair), Max Troyer (Website Administrator), April Harrison (NCIP 

rep), and Corey Brunson (Vice President).  Others attending were Cathy Collum (Social Co-

chair), Susan Ricketson (NCIP alternate), Tim Gadus (Interim Chair of Undergrounding 

committee), Thor Rasmussen (CERT liaison), Beth Fabinsky, Nancy McCroskey, Mary Grove, 

Bret Grove, and Melanie Cervi.  Gari welcomed Max Troyer as our newly appointed director, 

filling the term vacated by the death of Robert Grimes.  Max was unanimously appointed by the 

board in an email “meeting” on July 19, 2022.  

 

MINUTES 

As Gari had forwarded minutes to the board prior to the zoom meeting, he asked for any 

changes to minutes of the May 18, 2022 meeting.  Hearing none, Corey Brunson made a 

motion to approve, seconded by Bret Grove, and minutes were approved by all.    

 

TREASURER REPORT 

Amy Eitoku sent in her report, as she was unable to attend.  We have a balance of $4199.90.  

 

NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (NCIP)  

April Harrison  reported that the committee ranked 154 projects at their June 16 meeting.  They 

expect have 34-40 projects worked on before funds run out.  The City Council can rescind 

funds, however, as was done for a budget emergency previously.  The projects ranked in order 

that will be a worked on are 1. Accessible Beach mats that roll out to the ocean 2) Greenbelt 

fuel reduction in canyons, Stairs at American Legion walkway, 4) Welcome to Old Town 

neighborhood sign, 5) Funding for sport center (half of request), 6 Larkin Park swings.  The 
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NCIP committee has focused on projects that will impact neighborhoods, as opposed to citywide 

projects.  The next meeting on August 8 at 6 pm will be telecast on channel 25.  

 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)  

Thor Rasmussen, our Old Town liaison, reported there will be new training October 15,22 and 

29 from 8:30-5 pm. He then detailed the many recent events CERT members responded to, 

including the recent shark attack, missing persons searches, providing firefighter rehab stations 

at fires, traffic control, and helping the airport at their multi-casualty training.  He informed us 

that the CERT supply container will need to be relocated with the affordable housing project 

construction and solicited new locations.  Suggestions should be sent to him.  

 

UNDERGROUNDING  

Tim Gadus, the interim coordinator for Old Town at the montereyundergrounding.net meetings, 

reported on the funding options the group has been considering, and which residents can 

prioritize when a citywide survey is launched.  These include a user utility tax, increasing the 

sales tax, parcel tax, a Mello Roos assessment district, and NCIP funds.  

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

Phyllis “Phil” Bussey reported that we had over 50 people at our summer social at Veteran’s 

Park on Saturday, July 9, from 2-4 pm.  The next social event will be Bocce at the Custom 

House courts on Saturday, October 15 from 10-12.   Phyllis has also initiated contact with the 

Perry House and has a tentative date of November 2 for our annual membership event.   

 

DIRECTORY  

There was discussion on including a directory in the website.  Issues to resolve are how to opt-

in, verification of membership so it is a closed group, keeping private information secure.  Corey 

and Max will work on the issues and come up with a proposal at the next meeting. 

 

CANDIDATES FORUM 

Corey Brunson is coordinating with Jean Rasch of Monterey Vista for a Candidates Forum.  One 

tentative location would be the high school, and principal Tom Newton is enthusiastic to provide 

chairs, audio visual, and perhaps broadcast on zoom and AMP TV.  Sue Ricketson and Corey will 

work on questions and issues.  It was suggested to contact Monterey Weekly when a date is 

firm, to help promote it.  Candidates won’t be known and posted until after August 17. 

 

 

NEWSLETTER  
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Nancy will plan the next newsletter to follow the setting of Candidates Forum date, as that will 

be the focal article.  Please send articles to her as soon as possible regarding your committees 

at the oldtownneighborhood@gmail address.  

 

PLAYGROUND INITIATIVE 

Max Troyer had proposed at an earlier board meeting that the city should use the parking area 

near the affordable housing project at Van Buren and Madison for a small park, as Larkin park is 

closed during school hours and need an open park for children.  His idea included underground 

parking to replace the current lot he proposed for a park.   He promoted his idea (and Old 

Town sent a letter to support) during the city council meeting discussing the affordable housing 

proposal.  The city response was that the project needed to be kept more affordable and 

underground parking would be too expensive.  It is unclear where residents of the new project 

(with 36 units) will park.   

 

NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, October 12 at 7 pm.  With no further business, Phil 

Bussey made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Melanie Cervi and the board voted to adjourn 

at 8:50 pm.  

  


