Old Town Neighborhood Association Board Meeting
October 12, 2022 Minutes

October 12, 2022 7:00-7:55 pm MIIS McKone Building

The meeting was called to order by President Gari Soulé at 7:00 pm. The meeting was held in the
conference room of the McKone Building as well as was broadcast live via Zoom.

PRESENT -

Officers and Directors attending were Gari Soulé (President), Nancy Soulé (Secretary), Phyllis ("Phil”)
Bussey (Social Co-Chair), Max Troyer (Website Administrator), and Amy Eitoku, Treasurer. Others
attending in person were Cathy Collum (Social Co-chair), Tim Gadus (Interim Chair of Undergrounding
committee), Terry Hanna, and Jerilynn Smith-Crivello; Attending via zoom were Nancy McCroskey,
Jason Reed, Melanie Cervi and Jennifer Baughn, Bayview Academy.

MINUTES

As Gari had forwarded minutes to the board prior to the zoom meeting, he asked for any changes to
minutes of the August 10, 2022 meeting. Hearing none, Phyllis Bussey made a motion to approve,
seconded by Terry Hanna,, and minutes were approved by all.

TREASURER REPORT
Amy Eitoku reported we have a balance of $4301.91, after payments for post office box renewal and
ice for the picnic. She has processed 13 membership dues.

CANDIDATES FORUM

Max Troyer reported that we had wonderful collaboration and questions at the Candidates Forum under
Corey Brunson'’s superb leadership. We had approximately 120 attending via zoom or in person. The
forum was held at Monterey High School and the collaboration between the science teacher, Jason
Nicholson, Tom Newton, the principal and the janitorial staff that helped arrange the room was great.
Gari announced that Corey Brunson asked the board to consider whether a gift certificate to the
principal and the science teacher in the amount of $150 each could be approved from OTNA to thank
them for their support. There was considerable discussion on the pros and cons of this. Although it
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was agreed that we could well afford this gift, there was a suggestion that a better way to thank them
might be to offer support of an MHS booster event or scholarship fund, so it wouldn’t be directly
related to their support of our forum. There seemed to be good reaction to this idea. Jerilynn Crivello
suggested that as a career teacher and educational administrator, she felt it was inappropriate to give
a gift to a public employee, which all teachers and administrators are, and that it would detract from
their gesture of good will. Nancy read the responses from the principal and teacher to Corey’s kind
thank you letters, and general thinking was that the school wants to be an ally to the neighborhood
and let us use the facility again, as a community partner, as does MIIS who had hosted previous
candidates forums, and who participated this time with the Zoom webinar upgrade at no charge, and
who lets us use the community room. The idea of a gift being a precedence for future use MHS
facilities and other such gifts by MIIS was discussed. Jerilynn Crivello made a motion to not give a gift,
seconded by Nancy Soulé, and approved on a 7-1 vote. It was suggested that we watch for an MHS
fundraiser for OTNA to support.

NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (NCIP)

Gari Soulé reported on behalf of April Harrison and Sue Ricketson, that there had been some progress
with our Larkin Park project. There was a meeting at Larkin Park on September 22 between April
Harrison, Sue Ricketson, PK Diffenbaugh (Superintendent of MPUSD), Veroy Alston, MPUSD Facilities,
Gari Soulé, Nancy Soulé, and Cody Hennings, City Engineering Assistant. Discussion of the need to
allow public access to the park during the school day was discussed. PK Diffenbaugh indicated he
would support adding fencing along the basketball court from the Clay Street gate to the end of the
court, then extending diagonally to the outer edge of the restrooms, to allow the public only access to
the play structure and restrooms. He also indicated he thought MPUSD could pay for the fence. The
Larkin swing NCIP project, expected to be completed if funds allow, was also discussed. Cody
Hennings said any swing needed to have a small play area away from the proposed fencing and within
the play structure circle. He felt the best location would be closest to the oak tree, and Veroy Alston
felt the current metal piping in that area could be removed to accommodate this. A type of swing
called an “expression swing” might work, intended for two people, an adult or larger child on one side
and an infant/toddler in a basket seat (legs extend through). There was general enthusiasm for this
idea and location, and Cody Hennings said he would work up drawings to submit for review to MPUSD
and our NCIP representatives. At our OTNA meeting, Jennifer Baughn, the Operations Director for
Bayview School, also indicated that she was in favor of this arrangement, which would allow only the
school access to the basketball court and playfield until after school hours.

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Gari Soulé reported for Thor Rasmussen, our Old Town liaison, that there will be new training October
15,22 and 29 from 8:30-5 pm. There was also a recent quarterly skills training.
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UNDERGROUNDING

Tim Gadus, the interim coordinator for Old Town at the montereyundergrounding.net meetings,
reported on the funding options the group has been considering, which residents will soon be able to
give input when a citywide survey is launched. The survey will be advertised on Next Door and should
go on OTNA's Facebook page. These include a user utility tax, increasing the sales tax, parcel tax, a
Mello Roos assessment district, and NCIP funds. He reported that all candidates supported
undergrounding at the candidates forum, but didn't seem to have ideas on how to pay for it. There is
a great article out about Babcock Ranch in Florida that survived the recent hurricane in Florida with
utilities intact, as it had hardened the community with solar, undergrounding of utilities and a master
plan that included flood control, creating a model sustainable community that is now the haven for
residents that have fled other communities.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Phyllis “Phil” Bussey reported that the next social event will be Bocce at the Custom House courts on
Saturday, October 15 from 10:30-12. Phil said the Membership Event at the Perry House on November
2 is nearly full with a waiting list, as we have almost reached our 100 capacity. Hours will be 5:30-
7:30 and volunteers will have 30 minute shifts. We could still use a few volunteers. Contact her if you
can help.

DIRECTORY

Max reported that the biggest question regarding a directory is to determine what needs it is expected
to address. Discussion followed that Next Door is a venue for referrals of services and that we don't
want to duplicate that, especially as it has changed to be largely commercial and with trivial posts.
Most comments were that people didn't want their contact information published where it could be
misused. Max made a motion to table the topic, seconded by Cathy Collum, and approved by all.

NEW BUSINESS
Jerillyn Smith Crivello asked if there is any update on the status of the city’s 250%" celebration,
particularly the abalone shell public art, but there was no one with knowledge of any city plans.

NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 11, 2023 at 7 pm at MIIS and on zoom. With no further
business, Phil Bussey made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Jerilynn Crivello and the board voted to
adjourned.
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