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We look forward to 
working together to make 
2023 the best Old Town 
Neighborhood year ever. 

We can't do it 
without you!

OTNA ANNUAL MEETING
DR. KIM BARBER, SPEAKER
Come hear our newly elected 
City Councilwoman, Dr. Kim Barber, 
at our Old Town Neighborhood Association’s 
Annual General Meeting to be held 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023 at 7 pm. 
Dr. Kim Barber will update us on her vision 
for the city and our district.
There will be time for discussion and questions following 
her presentation.       More on Next Page

MONTEREY UNDERGROUNDING 
LAUNCHES SURVEY
With the severe January storms, we saw flooding, fallen 
trees and downed power lines. The need for putting our 
power lines underground is more apparent than ever.  
      More on Next Page ... 

 Social Events

If you would like to join our Old Town Neighborhood Association, 
our dues are just $20 per household. Please complete the attached and send a 
check for $20 payable to OTNA.   

❏ Yes! I would like to join OTNA. I am enclosing a check for $20.00 per year.

❏ Please send me more information about OTNA.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State __________ Zip Code __________________

Phone ___________________________________ Fax ____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________

Mail to: OTNA P.O. Box 724 Monterey, CA 93942-724

 Website

SOCIAL EVENTS
Our fall membership appreciation evening at the 
Perry House was another tremendous party.  
Blessed with clear skies, members enjoyed 
socializing on the balconies, in the garden and in 
the carriage house under the beautiful Victorian 
glass skylight. It was a “sold out” event, even 
though free to members, and we enjoyed 
delicious crispy baguette slices with roasted 
pepper and hummus spread along with wonderful 
wines, beer and soft drinks in the carriage house. 

In the garden we savored three cheese and spinach ravioli pasta, penne Bolognese, and chef’s 
salad and garlic bread.   Warm chocolate chip cookies were a wonderful dessert. A big thank 
you to Phyllis Bussey and Cathy Collum for chairing this event! 

On April 15 at 10:30 am we will have another bocce game at the Custom House plaza courts. 
We filled all three courts in the fall, rotating in members so we could mingle and chat as we 
played. Although few remember who the winning teams were, especially as we changed them, 
all agreed it was a lot of fun and was played with much enthusiasm.
In the summer we have planned our annual July picnic in Veteran’s Park.
As reservations can’t be made this far ahead, look for details in bulletins as we get closer.  

☞

☞

Find information about Old Town issues and 
events, past newsletters and bulletins, minutes 
of meetings, and a walking tour of Old Town 
on our website at oldtownmonterey.org. oldtownmonterey.org 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It’s been a pleasure being your president this past year. I am so grateful to the participation by 
the board members, the committee chair people and those who work on the various 
committees and act as liaisons. Many of you have served on the board for many years. 
Corey Brunson, our vice president, was in charge this year of the Candidates Forum and did a 
remarkable job heading that committee.    Amy Eitoku has been our treasurer for many years, 
keeping our records and memberships straight. Nancy Soulé has been the secretary for several 
years and expanded that task to sending out event bulletins and updating our website. 
April Harrison and Susan Ricketson have been our Neighborhood and Community 
Improvement representatives for many years, working to promote projects important to Old 
Town. Liliana Potigian has done the graphic work for our newsletter, Thor Rasmussen has 
served as our CERT liaison, Elaine Giampietro has served as our membership recruiter, and 
Suzie Grimes has worked tirelessly on the committee to underground our utilities. 

New on the board this year is Max Troyer, our website designer and webmaster, bringing our 
association into the modern digital world. Phyllis Bussey and Cathy Collum are also new and 
have chaired the social committee, doing a great job, especially in planning the important 
“Evening at the Perry House” which promotes membership. Many others help on these 
committees, attend the meetings, and bring fresh ideas to our board. On behalf of all our 
membership, a big THANK YOU to all!

Gari Soulé
President, Old Town Neighborhood Association

☞ OTNA ANNUAL MEETING DR. KIM BARBER, SPEAKER
After hearing from our special speaker, we will be conducting elections and hearing updates 
from our committees.

This is an important meeting Be sure to attend! 
In addition to attending in person at the McCone Building conference room of MIIS, 
499 Pierce Street, corner of Jefferson, residents can join the meeting from PC, Mac, Linux, 
iOS or Android:

https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/98934808002?pwd=UkZGK1cxVWF6UlFUVWJqcGw4UENtQT09
Password: 010787

 Annual Meeting

 Annual Elections of OTNA

 President’s Message

NCIP UPDATE
April Harrison has been serving Old Town as our 
Neighborhood and Community Improvement Program representative along with Sue Ricketson, 
our alternate for ten years. The committee of neighborhood representatives collectively 
chooses projects from each neighborhood to help fund with dollars earned from the city’s 
transit occupancy tax.           

Currently, Old Town has two projects in the 2023 cycle. One is the stairway from Veteran’s 
Legion Hall area which leads from the path on Veteran’s Drive up to Cedar/Harrison streets. 
It is in dire need of repairs to insure safety of the many residents who use it.

The second project is to install swings at Larkin Park. Discussions have been started on 
location and type, and it will probably be a small swing within the play circle closest to the oak 
tree, suitable for young children. Discussions have also started on having daily public access 
to the park, and we will update you as we have more information. Work will probably not start 
on projects until after the rainy season. Delays may also come if there is a reduction in 
city staff or funding. 

Although the deadline for submitting new ideas this year has passed, you can communicate 
your ideas on projects to April Harrison at ajharrison45@gmail.com 

You can also see more about NCIP on our website, oldtownmonterey.org or on the city 
website, Monterey.org, under the heading “Residents”. 

Look to hear updates from April and Sue at our Old Town meetings.

ELECTIONS OF OTNA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Our seven directors are elected annually by our members at 
our Annual General Meeting in March, per our bylaws. Those seven directors will then elect 
the officers and appoint the committee chairs and liaisons. We currently have seven candidates 
for our seven director positions. Nominations are also accepted from the floor, and must be 
paid members the prior year, and willing to serve. The current people running for director 
positions are, in alphabetical order: Corey Brunson, Phyllis Bussey, Mary Grove, April Harrison, 
Gari Soulé, Nancy Soulé, and Max Troyer. 

 Undergrounding Survey

☞ MONTEREY UNDERGROUNDING LAUNCHES SURVEY
Not only were many homes without power, but with road closures from 
downed wires, evacuation risks were elevated. Downed wires and power 
outages made it difficult for those needing medical care. Businesses 
were often closed due to the outages, which would have been greatly 
reduced if power lines had been underground.
The Monterey Undergrounding committee, comprised of many 
neighborhoods, has been meeting for four years and has investigated 
many ways the city could fund the undergrounding of utilities to increase 
safety and beautify our city. We want to involve residents throughout the 
city and have asked neighborhood associations citywide to share our 
website and participate in a survey to gauge interest and raise awareness 
of the funding options. Old Town sent this survey link to residents in 
January as a special bulletin, and Monterey Vista has also sent it to 
their residents. We are hoping to get responses from all neighborhoods. 
If you have not yet completed this important survey, please go to 
montereyundergrounding.net/survey 

Although we ask for your name and address to avoid duplication, 
responses will only be shown collectively, and your information is not shared.
If you want to take the survey again, only your last survey will be kept.

 NCIP update
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CERT RESPONDS TO JANUARY FLOODS 
Our Community Emergency Response Team was called out four times to assist with hazards 
caused by the heavy storms in January. CERT teams throughout the peninsula respond to 
requests by the Sheriff, Fire, or Police Departments to look for missing persons or assist in 
alerting the public to dangerous conditions, thus saving their valuable officers from these more 
routine assignments. In January, there were dozens of downed power lines caused by falling 
trees, as well as rising waters that caused an emergency evacuation order. Our CERT 
volunteers assisted in wellness checks, going door to door in areas without power to inquire if 
residents needed medical help. We warned people to keep off the recreation trail where heavy 
surf knocked out fencing and threatened the stability of the cliff, and we alerted residents of a 
mandatory evacuation status when river levels rose to dangerous levels.  

CERT members form a valuable bond and have quarterly drills to practice procedures learned 
in training to assist the first responders, and to keep them safe while helping others. 
If you would like to be part of this CERT community, our next class is on three consecutive 
Saturdays, April 1, 8, and 15, from 8 am to 5 pm each day.   

To enroll, email training@montereycert.org.

 CERT responds
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