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Old Town Neighborhood Association Board Meeting 

  March 8, 2023 Minutes 

March 8, 2023    7:00-8:05 pm    MIIS McKone Building 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Gari Soulé at 7:00 pm.  The meeting was held in the 

conference room of the MIIS McKone Building, 499 Pierce Street, as well as live via Zoom. 

 

PRESENT -   

Officers and Directors attending in person were Gari Soulé (President), Nancy Soulé (Secretary), Max 

Troyer (Website Administrator), Amy Eitoku (Treasurer), April Harrison (NCIP Rep), and Phyllis Bussey 

(Social Chair).  Others attending in person were Dr. Kim Barber (City Council Rep for District 1), Cathy 

Collum (Social co-chair), Tim Gadus (Undergrounding Asst Chair), Sue Ricketson (NCIP alternate), 

Jerilynn Crivello, Mayor Tyller Williamson, Mary Grove and Bret Grove.  Attending by Zoom were 

Melanie Cervi, Lauren Hager Schiner, Jason Reed, and Jennifer Diffenbaugh, of Mid Pen Housing.  

 

MINUTES 

As Gari had forwarded minutes to the board prior to the zoom meeting, he asked for any changes to 

minutes of the January 11, 2023 meeting.  Hearing none, Mary Grove made a motion to approve, 

seconded by Bret Grove, and minutes were approved by all.    

 

GUEST SPEAKER: DR. KIM BARBER 

Dr. Kim Barber, our city council representative for District 1, told us about her background from a 

political family in Washington DC and her work as an administrator at CSUMB.  Her work on student 

issues brought her to the decision to work broader on issues locally such as housing, water, and 

sustainability.  She has a doctorate in public policy.  She is interested in the affordable housing project 

on Van Buren coming to the city and others on Garden Road.  She expects the Larkin Park to soon be 

open to the public.   She confirmed that AB2097 does not require parking if there is a transit spot 

within a half mile of the property.   

 

TREASURER REPORT 

Amy Eitoku reported we have a balance of $4551.91 with no expenses since last meeting.   
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NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (NCIP)  

April Harrison reported that the Citywide NCIP still needs to continue through the list of projects.   Old 

Town still has two projects on the list to be in the 2023 cycle—the stairway from Veterans Legion Hall 

area up to Harrison, and the swings at Larkin Park.  Projects outside a neighborhood can be suggested.  

Fuel abatement is a large project.   The latest word from PK Diffenbaugh, superintendent of MPUSD, is 

that work is expected to begin soon on fencing at Larkin Park to enable the public to have access 

during school hours.  

 

GUEST SPEAKER- VANESSA DIFFENBAUGH, MID-PEN HOUSING 

Vanessa Diffenbaugh of Mid Pen Housing joined the meeting via Zoom and discussed the proposed 

project at Van Buren and Madison, and showed us drawings of the proposal.  The proposal includes 

one to three bedroom units plus 2 studios.  To qualify, residents must be between 30-80% of area 

medium income.  Mid Pen offers both the development and ongoing management for Affordable 

housing projects, having completed over 100 projects in 14 counties in northern California.  At their 

first meeting with the city, it was suggested they outreach to the Old Town community.  Accordingly, 

there will be an open house meeting at the Senior Apartments on Van Buren on April 12 at 6 pm for 

Old Town and other residents to view the plans and give feedback.  

 

 UNDERGROUNDING  

Tim Gadus, Assistant to the Old Town undergrounding group at the montereyundergrounding.net 

meetings, reported that the Monterey Undergrounding committee heard from Carmel Highlands at their 

last meeting (Carmelundergound.org).  The undergrounding survey has had 112 responses.   

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

Phyllis “Phil” Bussey reported that there will be  Bocce at the Custom House courts on April 15.  A  

summer picnic in July will be scheduled for July 8 or 15 once the park opens up their reservations.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 
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ANNUAL ELECTIONS   

Gari announced the names of candidates who have submitted their names for our seven directors and 

asked if there were any other nominations from the floor.  Hearing none, Bret Grove made a motion for 

the following candidates to be approved as Directors for the following one year term:  Corey Brunson, 

Phyllis Bussey, Mary Grove, April Harrison, Gari Soulé, Nancy Soulé, and Max Troyer.  The motion was 

seconded by Jerilynn Crivello, and passed unanimously.  Jerilynn Crivello then made a motion, 

seconded by Bret Grove for the following officers to be elected from the new directors:   

President: Gari Soulé 

Vice President: Corey Brunson 

Treasurer: Mary Grove 

Secretary: Nancy Soulé 

The motion was approved unanimously.  As there was no request for any changes to committees or 

liaisons, there were no changes to committee assignments. 

    

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION UPDATE – Jerilynn Crivello, Chairman of the Historic Preservation 

Commission, said that the city has been updating the list of historic properties under the Mills Act.  As 

each property is required to have a maintenance plan, the city has been inspecting to ensure that 

promised work was completed and that an historic plaque has been hung.  She clarified that the city is 

interested in the exteriors, that there are no houses on the Mills Act list that have such significant 

historic interiors as to require inspection of an interior, and the city allows interior alterations to 

modernize a home.    

  

NEXT MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 10 at 7 pm at MIIS and on zoom.  With no further business, 

the meeting was adjourned. 

 

    


