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Old Town Neighborhood Association Board Meeting 

  May 10, 2023 Minutes 

May 10, 2023    7:00-8:05 pm    MIIS McKone Building 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Gari Soulé at 7:05 pm.  The meeting was held in the 

conference room of the MIIS McKone Building, 499 Pierce Street, as well as live via Zoom. 

 

PRESENT -   

Officers and Directors attending in person were Gari Soulé (President), Nancy Soulé (Secretary), Max 

Troyer (Website Administrator), Mary Grove (Treasurer), April Harrison (NCIP Rep).  Others attending 

in person were Officer Branden Leniart of the Monterey PD Community Action Team, Cathy Collum 

(Social co-chair), Sue Ricketson (NCIP alternate), Paula O’Conner, John Wagner,  Bob Evans, Roberta 

Myers and Bret Grove.  Attending by Zoom was Melanie Cervi. 

 

SPEAKER – Officer Branden Leniart 

Gari introduced Branden Leniart of the Monterey Police Department Community Action Team, whom he 

had invited to speak about neighborhood issues.  Officer Leniart explained that a good part of his 

team’s work is to assist the homeless with finding social services they need, and to do camp 

abatement, as well as help residents with quality of life issues.  They even drive them to court, 

housing, appointments.  Of our city homeless population, 25% are transient and 75% are permanent 

homeless.   Responding to questions, he mentioned that if a child is being harassed, or a citizen sees 

harassment (racial harassment was reported to Old Town), it is important to call it in to the police so 

they can swing by immediately.  Do not try to intervene, but get as much info as you can, true for any 

situation of illegal conduct.  As to concerns for student safety expressed because of double parking 

parents who offload in the busy street by Bayview, he said they will try to swing by periodically to 

watch both issues.   

Members expressed concerns on the speed on the rec trail, particularly of ebikes.  Officer Leniart 

explained that there are so far no speed laws to apply to the trail, but they do often observe or ride the 

trails, which tends to slow the cyclists.   He hopes traffic cams, now used in Carmel and coming to 
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Pacific Grove, may come to Monterey if the city makes it legal.  It greatly deters crime, as there are 

few outlets, and suspects can be apprehended quickly with traffic cams.  

 

MINUTES 

As Gari had forwarded minutes to the board prior to the zoom meeting, he asked for any changes to 

minutes of the March 8 General Meeting and March 29th board action to approve Mary as signer on the 

bank account, subsequent to her election.  Hearing none, Max Troyer made a motion to approve, 

seconded by Melanie Cervi, and both minutes were approved by all.    

 

TREASURER REPORT 

Mary Grove reported we have had two new membership dues and a current balance of $4591.91 with 

no expenses since last meeting.   

 

UNDERGROUNDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Nancy Soulé reported that the undergrounding group had continued with discussions of the survey, 

which are positive, and have been working on getting city-wide support.   She mentioned that in 

addition to the Monterey Vista NCIP conduit project proposed, there has been discussion of getting city 

and perhaps regional support for undergrounding a specific quarter mile on Del Monte at Sloat that due 

to downed wires pulled by a fallen tree in the storms, caused the severe outages to both Monterey, 

Pacific Grove and Pebble Beach, as it was the “trunk” from which the electric lines branched off.  There 

has been public support from Mayor Williamson for undergrounding escape arteries, and the storms 

may provide us with leverage for city support. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (NCIP)  

April Harrison then discussed that the NCIP committee is under Grand Jury requirements that each 

neighborhood should have projects, instead of making them citywide.   She indicated she could support 

a Del Monte undergrounding next year, but that it is too late to submit or alter the existing Monterey 

Vista proposal to install conduit to a short street when the street is being torn up, as a pilot project to 

undergrounding ($250k).  She feels we should support the large $750k fuel abatement project because 

it is crucial for fire safety.   Although Old Town still has two projects on the list to be in the 2023 

cycle—the stairway from Veterans Legion Hall area up to Harrison, and the swings at Larkin Park-, she 

mentioned that she was going to withdraw an old project, the Honor garden in front of the Police and 

Fire Department, because they are scheduled to remodel those buildings.  She also was going to 

remove adding turf for Larkin Park, no longer necessary.  Other Old Town projects discussed were a 

neighborhood sign, (and Max suggested the corner of Madison and Pacific, by the tree), Cedar Street 

parklet, and a play area near the proposed affordable housing project by Mid-Pen.   One suggested 
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project was a trail to cut through the presidio from Hawthorne, but it was mentioned that the city has 

been given notice that the military may remove public access to the lower presidio if the city doesn’t 

build a higher retaining wall they require to enclose ancient remains that currently are being eroded 

along the curve.  April welcomes us to send her comments and ideas.  There will be discussions at the  

NCIP meeting tomorrow, May 11, at 6 pm on Channel 25, but voting won’t be until the end of the 

month.  

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

Cathy Collum reported that OTNA has reserved July 15 for our annual summer social, and that the 

committee will meet to finalize details.   The Bocce at the Custom House courts on April 15 was well 

attended with all courts full and more alternating in from the sidelines.   

 

CERT 

Gari reported that there will be another class in October. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

MCCONE BUILDING MURAL 

Max reported that MIIS is planning to paint a mural on the side of the McCone building, and would like 

to present the details at our next OTNA meeting, for our input.  Gari said that will be in August. 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD DEER SCARE 

Cathy Collum reported there is an aggressive female deer that she has seen three times threaten 

adults walking dogs at the intersection of Cedar and Hellam streets.   A suggestion was to call the 

SPCA. 

 

NEXT MEETING – August 9, 2023 7 pm at MIIS and online 

 

ADJOURNMENT  As there was no new business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40  pm.  

 

  

 

 


