Old Town Neighborhood Association Board Meeting
August 9, 2023 Minutes

August 9, 2023 7:00-8:05 pm MIIS McKone Building

The meeting was called to order by President Gari Soulé at 7:05 pm. The meeting was held in the
conference room of the MIIS McKone Building, 499 Pierce Street, as well as live via Zoom.

PRESENT - Officers and Directors attending in person were Gari Soulé (President), Nancy Soulé
(Secretary), Max Troyer (Website Administrator), Mary Grove (Treasurer), April Harrison (NCIP Rep),
Phyllis Bussey (Social). Others attending in person were Kaitlin Emmons of ICAPP (Institute Committee
on Art in Public Places) at MIIS, Cathy Collum (Social co-chair), Sue Ricketson (NCIP alternate), Terri
Hanna, Thomas Grimes, Tim Gadus, Sharon Christensen, Terry Shumart and Bret Grove. Attending by
Zoom was Nancy McCroskey.

SPEAKER - Kaitlin Emmons Presentation on the Proposed MIIS Mural

Kaitlin Emmons spoke on the proposed mural for the north wall of the McCone Building at 499 Pierce
Street, where OTNA holds meetings. The 14x40 foot mural is part of the school’s plans for bringing
public art to the campus, and it depicts many scenes of the community’s diverse environment; MIIS
culture such as language capital and social justice including historic depictions from earliest Ohlone-
Rumsiens who first settled here. The border is made up of all the languages studied at MIIS.
Although the drawing was in black and white, the actual mural will be in color, and is expected to go
before the architectural review committee for approval. Nancy Soulé made a motion for the board to
go on record in favor of the mural as depicted, seconded by Suzie Grimes, and approved unanimously.
Kaitlin hoped a color rendering would become available soon for use in our next newsletter.

MINUTES-As Gari had forwarded minutes to the board prior to the zoom meeting, he asked for any
changes to minutes of the May 10 Board Meeting Hearing none, Mary Grove made a motion to
approve the minutes, seconded by Terry Hanna and approved unanimously.
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TREASURER REPORT -Mary Grove reported we have a current balance of $4,556.91.

UNDERGROUNDING COMMITTEE REPORT

Suzie Grimes reported that the Conduit project of NCIP was discussed at a zoom meeting with Harris
and Associates who felt it was not feasible to do this outside of full undergrounding of a street. The
undergrounding committee is still hoping the City will make a master plan with priority for escape
routes and major arteries to be first for public safety. Sustainability and resiliency is also being
explored for information only.

NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (NCIP) -April Harrison
reported that repairs to the Cedar Street walkway and stairs as well as signage declaring “Welcome to
Old Town" are still projects in the loop. There will be a meeting August 10* to review the list, which
the City Council must still approve. The cost to bid a project is enormous, which has added to the
problems, even with two new engineers hired to staff. Cathy Collum said she met with Ed Smith to
discuss the cleanup of the ravine between Roosevelt and Franklin, as it is extremely slippery and
overgrown. April mentioned that the chain link fence has been completed to give public access to the
Larkin Park play structure and bathrooms, although a toddler swing appears to have been taken off the
table for lack of sufficient clearance.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE -Phyllis Bussey reported that the picnic July 15% picnic in Veteran’s Park went
well, with about 30-35 in attendance. This year guests were asked to optionally bring a finger snack to
share, and that seemed to be well received with a good assortment of offerings. In addition, OTNA
provided soft drinks and packaged snacks. Games were provided but generally, people hung out.
Hans Jannich of Monterey Vista also spoke about the need to get city involvement in a master plan for
undergrounding, and the costs involved.

A bocce morning has been suggested for the fall, tentatively set for October 71", Leftover snacks can
be used there. Phyllis also announced that the date of November 1, 2023 has been secured for our
annual Membership Appreciation evening at the Perry House. There was discussion that perhaps
starting at 6 pm instead of 5:30 would be more convenient for more residents. Daylight savings
doesn’t change until the following weekend. Phyllis said she will inquire whether this is possible.
September 15" is discussed as the first day for reservations.

WEBSITE -Max Troyer said there have been no changes, but if there are needs, pages can be
updated.
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COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT)-Gari reported that there will be another
CERT class in October. CERT was deployed July 24* for a missing male adult. Searches are often
done for at risk children and adults. CERT also provided traffic control for the fourth of July parade.

NEW BUSINESS
NEWSLETTER — Nancy said we should get a newsletter out by the beginning of October to advertise
the membership evening. She asked for submission of articles by September 15 to be sent to her by

email.

KIM TALKS - Gari reported that the next “Kim Talk” with our city council representative, Dr. Kim
Barber, will be held in New Monterey on August 19% at 10 am. No location is known at this time.

NEXT MEETING — October 11, 2023* at 7 pm at MIIS and online
ADJOURNMENT As there was no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10.

*The next meeting was subsequently scheduled for October 18th and the bocce has been scheduled
for October 14,

3 OTNA Board Meeting Minutes of August 9, 2023-approved




