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We look forward to 
working together to make 
2024 the best Old Town 
Neighborhood year ever. 

We can't do it 
without you!

CANDIDATE’S FORUM 

It was clear weather for the crowd that turned out 
January 29th for our Candidate’s Forum at the Hilltop 
Park Community Center, sponsored jointly with Monterey 
Vista and New Monterey Neighborhood Associations.   

More on Next Page ☞

 Social Events

If you would like to join our Old Town Neighborhood Association, 
our dues are just $20 per household. 

Please complete the attached and send a check for $20 payable to OTNA.   

❏ Yes! I would like to join OTNA. I am enclosing a check for $20.00 per year.

❏ Please send me more information about OTNA.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State __________ Zip Code __________________

Phone ___________________________________ Fax ____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________

Mail to: OTNA P.O. Box 724 Monterey, CA 93942-724

☞ SOCIAL EVENTS

Tour of the 
Jo Mora 
collection 
As we start thinking 
about 2024, the social 
committee has made 
plans with the Stanton 
Center at Custom 
House Plaza. 
On Saturday, 
March 9, at 1 pm, 
the committee 
has arranged for 
a docent-led tour of the Jo Mora collection. Joseph Jacinto Mora was a 
Uruguayan-born American cowboy, photographer, artist, cartoonist, illustrator, painter, 
muralist, sculptor, and historian who lived with the Hopi and wrote about his experiences 
in California. He has been called the "Renaissance Man of the West." Jo Mora and his 
family were residents of Monterey County for many years. 

A link to more information about Jo Mora and his work is: 
https://jomoracollection.org   

Mr. Peter Heller, a Mora expert and historian, will guide us through the exhibit. The tour is 
offered at no cost to OTNA members, but is limited to 25 attendees. If you would like to 
participate, please send an email to Phyllis Bussey at philbussey2@gmail.com Please 
RSVP no later than Feb 29  (It's Leap Year!). We will meet at the entrance to Stanton 
Center between 12:30-12:45 before starting the tour at 1 pm. For those who would like 
to do so, the Stanton Center will be available for a self-guided stroll through the museum 
and its other exhibits after our tour at no cost. 



ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS
According to our bylaws, 
voting members of the 
Old Town Neighborhood 
Association annually elect 
seven directors to serve on 
the board for a one-year 
term. All current members 
who were members the prior 
and current year are eligible 
to vote and run for a position 
on the board. In our bulletins during the fall and winter, we invited members to submit their 
interest in running for one of the seven positions. Although we will also accept nominations from 
the floor the night of our elections, the following seven members have indicated they will run for 
the seven director openings, in alphabetical order:  Corey Brunson, Phyllis Bussey, Mary Grove, 
April Harrison, Gari Soulé, Nancy Soulé, and Max Troyer. 
The seven elected directors will then vote/confirm the specific officers and committee 
assignments and liaisons. 

Pictured above are the current board members:  Back row: Gari Soulé, Corey Brunson, 
Max Troyer, Phyllis Bussey, Mary Grove, April Harrison, and Suzie Grimes.  
Front row: Nancy Soulé, Elaine Giampietro, Liliana Potigian, Sue Ricketson, and Cathy Collum. 

 Election of Officers

SOCIAL EVENTS
Evening at the Perry House
On November 1st, Old Town Neighborhood 
Association hosted its annual membership 
appreciation event, “An Evening at the Perry 
House.” This greatly anticipated gathering is Old 
Town's social highlight of the year, and Events by 
Classic once again generously provided 
exceptional food and beverage. The butternut 
squash ravioli in creamy pesto sauce was a huge 
hit as were the warm chocolate chip cookies.

☞ CANDIDATE’S FORUM
The three candidates for the position of Monterey County Supervisor for District 5- Kate Daniels, 
Bill Lipe, and Alan Haffa—fielded many questions prepared and moderated by the League of 
Women Voters. The audience also contributed questions that were consolidated by the league. 
Participants each gave responses on issues from water, housing, undergrounding of utilities, 
escape routes, urban sprawl, rent control, deaths of inmates in county facilities, and 
homelessness. They each summarized their priorities should they be elected to office. Old Town 
Neighborhood Association appreciates the efforts of Bob Evans in spearheading this event, and 
we applaud the audience for their civility and welcoming of all the candidates. Voter guides and 
mail-in ballots will be sent to residents in early February for the March 5 election. 

☞ Evening at the Perry House
The Perry House itself is quite special with beautiful bay and 
city light views from the terrace. Captain Manuel Perry, a New 
England Whaler and Ship Captain, moved his family to Monterey 
and built the original house in 1860 where his family lived for 
many years. This fully restored and beautiful Victorian home is 
a perfect setting for our membership appreciation event. 

This year, after OTNA president, Gari Soulé, welcomed guests 
and introduced the board of directors and committee chairs, 
our new mayor and OTNA resident, Tyller Williamson, said a 
few words about Monterey and Old Town. An Evening at the 
Perry House was once again wildly successful and we are 
already looking forward to a repeat in 2024.

Many thanks to the social committee members and all the 
OTNA volunteers who graciously provided assistance during 
the event.

If you would like to know more about the Perry House, 
the following website has a brief history and photos:
https://perryhousemonterey.com/history

More Social Events on Last Page ☞

OTNA ANNUAL MEETING –
COUNCILMAN ED SMITH, SPEAKER
The Annual Meeting of the Old Town Neighborhood 
Association will be held on Wednesday, March 13 at 7 pm in 
the Conference Room of the McCone Building, 499 Pierce 
Street at Jefferson St.  Ed Smith, City Council representative 
for District 2 (representing streets from Larkin Street to 
Pacific), will speak to members about issues and priorities for 
the city. Bring your questions!  

In addition to our regular reports from committees and directors which will follow, we will be 
having our annual elections of the seven board directors of Old Town Neighborhood 
Association.The directors will then vote on the four officers of the board.   

We invite you to attend the meeting in person or by Zoom. Join from PC, Mac, Linux, 
IOS or Android:  

https://middlebury.zoom.us/j/98108537286?pwd=dlZPOEM1OXVjcnZtczZncExmQVA3UT09
Password: 055228

 Forum

 OTNA Annual Meeting

 Social Events

 Social Events

More on Next Page ☞
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NCIP (NEIGHBORHOOD AND 
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM)
It’s NCIP (Neighborhood and Community Improvement 
Program) time - your opportunity to affect a change in 
our community. Soon Monterey’s NCIP committee, 
made up of representatives of each neighborhood, 
will be reviewing and prioritizing the projects that have 
been submitted, with input by residents. Funds for 
these projects come from a portion of the Transient 
Occupancy Tax collected from hotel visitors.

This year, given the increasing severity of our winter storms, the Old Town Neighborhood 
Association board has chosen to back an NCIP project addressing our electric grid - its reliability 
and safety, with regard to keeping open the city’s escape routes. The full list of projects will be 
posted in a special neighborhood bulletin once they are compiled, in late February. 

Watch for this special bulletin and please take time to review all proposals and share your 
thoughts by emailing us at oldtownneighborhood@gmail.com, by talking in person or 
participating by zoom at the review meeting tentatively scheduled for March 28 at the 
City Council Chambers. 

Further details will be posted in a bulletin as details become known.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM
The Community Emergency Response Team has had recent drills on using the grid map 
system for searching for missing persons, and on procedures for winter storm safety.
CERT teams respond as fire scene support, coastal spotters for persons swept out to sea, 
assist with evacuations, storm response, traffic control, missing persons searches, mass 
vaccination clinics and other emergencies. The skills learned help our community as well as our 
own families by making us better prepared. The next CERT class will be held on three 
consecutive Saturdays, April 6, 13, and 20th, 2024, from 8-5 pm. 
The training is free of charge. To enroll, email training@montereycert.org early next year.  

UNDERGROUNDING UTILITIES
Old Town’s undergrounding committee, headed by Suzie Grimes, has been meeting monthly 
with other neighborhood groups interested in undergrounding of utilities to increase the safety 
and reliability of utilities. In her report at our January meeting, Suzie presented a draft of an 
NCIP proposal for the city to plan and implement the undergrounding of the portion of 
Del Monte near Sloat. The power outages last winter occurred when a falling tree took out the 
power lines in this strategic area. There was much discussion, and the board voted unanimously 
to support moving ahead with submission of the proposal. 

 CERT News

 Undergrounding News

 NCIP News
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