
SOCIAL EVENTS
PARTY AT THE PERRY HOUSE
The Old Town Neighborhood Association will host its 
Member Appreciation Party on November 6 at the Perry 
House on Van Buren Avenue. Thanks to the generosity of 
Events by Classic, each year the Association is pleased 
to invite its adult members to spend an evening at this 
beautiful and historic home. Members meet new 
neighbors and catch up with old friends in a pleasantly 
relaxed environment around the fire pit and enjoy beautiful 
views from decks overlooking the bay and city lights. 
To make the evening even more memorable, a delicious, 
catered buffet dinner is provided. The Member 
Appreciation Party is our signature event, and we look 
forward to it every fall. 
If you haven’t already sent your RSVP, take a moment 
to send it to philbussey2@gmail.com. Once we are full, 
a waiting list will be started. This event is open and 
free to members who have paid for 2024.  

OTNA
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 EVENTS COMING UP
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2024, 6-8 PM 

 OLD TOWN’S NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL 
MEMBER APPRECIATION PARTY AT THE PERRY HOUSE

City Information
Code Compliance 646.3750
Parking Office 646.3953
Police non-emergency 646.3830
Fire non-emergency 646.3900

http://monterey.org

Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT)
http://monterey.gov/cert

Neighborhood and Community 
Improvement Program (NCIP)
http://monterey.gov/residents/neighborhoo
ds___housing/neighborhood_community_
_improvement_program_/index.php
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 CERT News

If you would like to join Old Town Neighborhood Association, our dues are just $20 per 
household, which covers two adults and is good for the calendar year in which paid. Dues 
cover the cost of the Member Appreciation party, refreshments at the annual picnic and other 
social events, participation in forums, our post office box rental, and other miscellaneous costs.

Please complete the attached and mail a check for $20 payable to OTNA, 
P.O. Box 724, Monterey, CA 93942-724.   

❏ Yes! I would like to join OTNA. I am enclosing a check for $20.00 per year.

❏ Please send me more information about OTNA.

Name ____________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State __________ Zip Code __________________

Phone ___________________________________ Fax ____________________________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM
The Community Emergency Response Team has frequently been called out to search for 
missing children or vulnerable adults. With training received by the CERT program, members 
learn how to effectively work with first responders to use GPS, work with a grid system, and 
establish communications with the police or fire agency in charge of the search. In addition, 
CERT members who complete training learn basic first aid, how to help set up a rehabilitation 
station for firefighters, help with traffic control, and prepare for emergencies.

Consider being part of the CERT community by signing up for the next class which 
will be held January 18, 25, and February 1 each day from 8:30-5:30 and is free.
Indicate your interest in an email to training@montereycert.org. 

More Social Events on Next Page 

☞

BOCCE BY THE BAY
Enthusiastic Old Town residents met to play bocce at the courts by the Custom House Plaza on 
October 19.  As the game is easy to play (“Just roll the ball as close as you can to the little 
white ball”), it was more fun than direct skill, and a great time to socialize with our neighbors. 

PICNIC WRAP UP 
A good crowd attended the annual picnic this summer up at Veteran’s Park.  Neighbors got 
reacquainted and new friendships were made.  Several residents brought dishes to share 
(optional), which supplemented the snacks provided by Old Town Neighborhood Association.  
An exciting finish was an enthusiastic jenga game with Mayor Tyller Williamson and Melanie 
Cervi conceding a tie. (Insert photo of picnic)

NCIP AND UNDERGROUNDING COMMITTEES
This summer we welcomed our new NCIP representatives for Old Town, Susan Ricketsen and 
alternate Rosemary Robert. Suzie Grimes helped negotiate a compromise combining two other 
proposals submitted to the Neighborhood and Community Improvement Program (NCIP) to 
which the city-wide NCIP committee gave high priority. The revised proposal is for the city to 
create an undergrounding plan that includes prioritizing the undergrounding of utilities on North 
Fremont Street so $4.7 million in PGE allotment is not forfeited. Although still to be ratified by 
the city council, which has postponed the decision until the November 19 city council meeting, 
it is hoped that the city will start incrementally working to underground the most important 
priorities, such as escape routes. 

Other projects given high priority, still to be ratified by city council, are the rehabilitation 
of fire stations and the Hilltop Community Center in New Monterey.  

 Undergrounding News

President   Gari Soulé
Vice President   Corey Brunson
Treasurer   Mary Grove
Secretary   Nancy Soulé
CERT   Thor Rasmussen
Social Events   Phyllis Bussey & Cathy Collum
NCIP   Susan Ricketson and Rosemary Robert
Underground Utilities Committee Suzie Grimes
Newsletter Editor Liliana Potigian
Webmaster Max Troyer

We look forward to 
working together to make 
2024 the best Old Town 
Neighborhood year ever. 

We can't do it 
without you!



THE FUTURE OF 
THE PRESIDIO MUSEUM 
OF MONTEREY
On October 1, the City Council 
discussed a preliminary report on 
the future of the Presidio Museum 
and site, located in the Lower 
Presidio Park. The museum and 
site contain valuable historical 
artifacts and information about the 
site’s many uses and history, from the early days of the Ohlone-Rumsien people, to the 
Spanish fort established in the 18th century, the use by the Army during the Mexican 
American war, the brief conquest of Monterey by Argentina in the early 19th century and use 
during both world wars, including by the Buffalo Soldiers. The city council has received a 
request by the military for the city to construct an expensive retaining wall around the presidio 
curve, in addition to the normal maintenance of around $80k per year required by the lease. 
The city is looking at other possibilities to reduce these costs while ensuring this valuable 
resource can remain public. Among ideas being considered is to see if the federal 
government can take over the site and costs of maintenance by declaring it a federal 
historical site or Federal National Monument.

If you have ideas to share with the city council, you can write them at 
https://haveyoursaymonterey.org 

 Caution

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It has been a busy summer and fall season!  In addition to 
our social events, our Old Town Neighborhood Association 
helped contribute to and publicize election forums to bring 
you information and a venue to voice your concerns to those 
running for elected office in our local races. Our board and committees help foster a sense of 
community and are a link of communication between residents and the city.   

We encourage you to become active in our neighborhood association by attending our 
meetings and events, helping a committee, or participating on the board. If you are 
interested in running for a board position next year, please contact us in person or email 
us at oldtownneighborhood@gmail.com.  
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 President Message

TAKE CARE WITH SEA LIONS 
October has seen a large number of sea lions crowding out 
the beaches and turf above the shore. The city has erected 
metal barriers to hold them back, but be especially careful 
to stay back out of harm’s way on the recreation trail.   
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